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were so many steamers and boats. Thru something glittered
in my eyes, some kind of red ladder. I thought it must be a
shaman*s ladder: it was so tall. Only a .\haman could go up it,
Afterwards I was told it was a wireless station.
Then wo went on shore. 1 walked as though in a dream,
I was very astonished. In the evening the steamer went on
to Vladivostok. The town of Petropavlovsk was all burning
with lights. I thought: that's where people live like people,
Only I didn't know where the light came from. They told
me it was 'electricity*. I didn't understand what 'electricity'
was.
We arrived at Vladivostok early in the morning of the
eighth day. And only when the others began to get off the
boat did I come to myself. I stared at the shore, and there
1 saw some kind of animals running with round legs and
great icy eyes. When they came close to anyone they cried
like a bear: 'Boo, boo!' There were lots of these running
animals. When I went into the town with my comrades,
1 stumbled, because 1 wasn't looking where 1 was going.
1 walked along as though on my head, and my head didn't
understand a thing. 1 was very afraid thai a strong wind
might blow and the walls would fall on me. They were
very high; I had never seen such walls before. We walked
along. Suddenly I saw a house running, and people sitting
inside it, and on the ground was a stout wire rope. And the
home went along the rope. They told me it was a tramway.
Then came some more running things with great eyes. They
stared at the road all the time, and didn't look at anybody,
and ran along so.
Then I was sent for to go to Leningrad, to the Institute
of Peoples of the North.
In Leningrad I didn't like the houses, they were so tall
they hid everything. I wanted to see something farther
away. But afterwards I saw a good deal in Leningrad.
When I \vas at home, 1 didn't know that there was anybody
living anywhere else besides in Kamchatka.

